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1. A4 sesplane base was lozated on the northern perimeter of Petrozavodsk (610
W6'N/3L020'E), Karelo-finnish 5.S.H. The land ares of the base measured
about 500 meters from east to west. The delineation of the base's water
arca wage marked by buoys, moored about 150 meters apart, A spur track
entered the ground area from the east, (1)

2. 5ix hangars, each about 20 x &0 meters, were seen on the shore. The three
westernmost hangars were of wood, while the others were of corrugated sheet
metal., (2) Construction material arrived at the field in 1947, Soviet
soldiers said that this material was to be used for barracks buildings. An
underground fuel and bomb dump, erected in 1946/1947, was located south
of the hangars. The bombs, whish were havled to the field by trucks, were
painted dark red, had a lergth of about 1.l bo 1.5 meters and were about
30-cm in diameter. The rations were stored in a two-story building, 8 x 15
nmeters, in tae southwesterm section of the field, A lighthouse, about 20
meters high with a flashing light, was seen in the row of buoys. 4 radio
stationvwas located south of the field and the road leading to Petrozavodsk,
nol far from a large bakery, The radio tower was a braced steel structure
and had five antenna rods radiating from its top, “There was a red blinker
light on top. Six antenna wires descended from the upper third of the
nast and were carried on low wooden poles.to a large tent. The poles were
Titted with insulators. Several air force soldiers with light blue epau-
lets were seen near the tent. (3)

3. Since the Onega Lake is frozen in winter, flying activity was conducted
from ¥arch or April to September cor October, During that perisd, Tlights
were made throughout the day. ¥ost of the flights were made individually
but there were occasional formation flights of up to eight planes, The
aircraft were twin-engine, nid-wing monoplanes with radial engine, wings
with s traight leading e dges anc swept-forward trailing edges, single rud-

der assembly, a boatshapg under each wing and a third pontoon

under the tail. They we CLE il i ot :
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the rear. A rod-like device projected forward from the nose. (1)

The seaplane base was about two km northeast ol the Petrozavodsk railroad
station and was bordered on lhe south by various construction supply
mlants. The terrain sloped to the west ¢nd northwest and was built up
with apartment houses. The 1land area was aboub 150 x 500 meters, snd
was “enced—in on three sides with the fourth side open to the lake.

No construction was done from June 1946 to November 1949. There was a
concrete strip about 100 reters wide which sloped down toward the lake.

A narrow-gaugpe spur track with a cable linevas seen on this Srip.

About three or four temporary buildings werc located along the concrete
strip. Two humts with antenna wasts 1w seen at the southern edge of the
rield. A wire ran from the middle of 1Le antenna to one of the huts.
here was also a wooden mast avoul 20 meters hich with antenna on top.

Between June 1945 and the [all of 1948, two biplanes were seen flying.
After the fall of 1918, two seanlanes werc seen flying for the first time.
The biplanes had an in-line engine, and, instead of the landing gear,
pontoons 2 to 3 meters long. The lower wing was shorter than the upper
wing. The seaplanes were hign~wing monoplanes with an engine on top of
the wingseand two wing-tip pontoons under the wings. When shown aircrafs
C’aarts,l the seaplanes were of IJBR-2 type. (5)

Comments,

5% The Tirst report on the cxistence of the six hangars. The size of
the hangars is believed to be cverestimated. According to a location sketch
which was produced e hanpars mre allegedly located directly
an the ghores this is believec to be incorrect. |
a concrete landing ramp runs ITOM
the lake to the south, it Ls believed thab the hangars are located along
this strip.

A radioc station was previously reported at approximately this location.

T+ is doubted that a radio station would be occupied by air force soldiers
at a seaplane base equipped wilh ils owa radio installstion.

#ecording to available informaltion such an aircraft dees not exist in the
Soviet Air Force.

This information and the cesignalion of the I'BR-2 seaplane type are believed
to be possiblg. The biplanes ohserved are probably U-2s with wing tip
pontoons, Until November 1919, the seaplanc base was obvicusly of little
military significance. The small number o aircraft obserfed there were
mobably employed for coastal patrol anc sea rescue service or for weallier
reconnaissance duty.

Approved For Release 2006/03/03 : CIA-RDP82-00457R010800150002-8

ILLEGIB

25X1

ILLEGIB



